IN    THE    FIRST    FLIGHT

times I wonder whether it would not be a good thing if
I could have soft music while I make the speech for the
defence! "

An actor said to him : " The most difficult feature,
to me, would be that your part is not written for you,"
Curtis replied: " That's the only part of an actor's job
I could not manage! I could not learn a part and speak

it."

Curtis showed the truth of this when he went to the
House of Commons. He was worried because he had
written copious notes for his maiden speech and con-
tinually had to refer to the manuscript. Whereas the half-
page of notepaper with a few scribbled headings onjt,
which he seldom looked at, gave him the chance of stand-
ing free and unfettered in Court, his brain concentrated
on the chronological order of his argument, his hands
free for those few restrained gestures.

One attribute of his always pleased the solicitors. They
said that "he always knew who was paying his fees."
There are counsel who will disdain to consult their clients,
and will have dealings only with the solicitor who instructs
them; Curtis would chat in Court with the most humble
and disreputable defendant who had caused him to be
briefed, and he came to Court always with a sincere con-
fidence and a determination to do his best within the
limits of his powers for his client. He could not bring
himself to adopt a cynical attitude; the power of his
oratory was a mirror t>f his own belief in his client; and
even after his faith in a client was rudely shaken, on an
occasion when he had reposed faith in his innocence to
an unusual degree, Curtis continued to " take home with